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Chicago, Illinois 60601

In re: R04-21

DearMs. Gunn:

OpenlandsProject is a 40-yearold non-profit organization dedicatedto preserving
andenhancingpublic openspacein northeastern Illinois. OpenlandsProject
appreciatestheopportunity to comment onIEPA’s proposal to revisethe Radium
Water Quality Standardsto increasethe allowable amountofradium from one
picocurie per liter to five picocuriesper liter.

Openlandsis concernedabout this proposedrule change. Specifically, weurge
theBoard not to adopt theproposaluntil more information is available about the
possibleharmful effectsofsucha changeon aquatic life anddrinking water
supplies. We understand that information maysoonbe available onthe possible
effectoncertainspecies.We therefore ask theBoard to investigatethis
information thoroughly before makingany changesto the rule.

Openlandsalsobelievesthat,asa generalprinciple, the Board should not relax
water quality standards in the absenceofclear andconvincingevidencethat the
changeswill not harm any aquatic life or drinkingwater supplies. We believe
that thespeciesmost sensitiveto a particular pollutant should be identified for any
proposedrule changeandthat no rule changeshould be allowed that would harm
thosespecies.

Sincerely,

~

Richard Acker
RegionalLand UseCoordinator
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